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Abstract

Relevance. Globalisation and the rapid development of all sectors of the economy and production create a demand for
highly qualified specialists, with the level and quality of higher education playing one of the most important roles in the
successful and prosperous future of any country.

Purpose. The purpose of this study is to investigate the process of popularising higher education in China and Kyrgyzstan
in the modern era by examining and analysing the specifics of government strategies aimed at encouraging the younger
generation to enrol in educational institutions.

Methodology. Methods: system-analytical method, used to select and examine key features of Beijing’s and Bishkek’s
education policies; statistical method, presenting the determining quantitative and qualitative indicators of the
popularisation of higher education among young people.

Results. The distinctive features and key characteristics of the formation of state policies in China and Kyrgyzstan in the
field of higher education are covered; the main stages of transformations of national strategies for attracting more students
to higher educational institutions are presented. The specifics of the Chinese education system, and the methods and tools
for popularising university education, are analysed; data on the dynamics of changes in the number of students over the
past decade are provided; the nature and trends of the educational process in Kyrgyzstan are presented; the main changes
in the field of higher education in the country in the 21st century are shown.
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Conclusions. The structure of higher education in the studied countries is described, methods of popularising the field
among young people are investigated, and general recommendations for improving activities in this area are presented.
The results and conclusions obtained in this study can be used as a practical basis for future research on the subject, and
for updating existing national strategies and plans in the field of higher education and science.

Keywords: educational process; national strategies; globalisation; qualified specialists; Bologna system.

Introduction

Education has always been one of the main factors in
shaping a modern state. Human resources, particularly
high intellectual capital, are considered the fundamental
segment of the successful evolution of civil society, which,
as it develops and improves, creates a successful, dynamic,
and prosperous political structure. In this context, the
development of favourable conditions for the improvement
of education, particularly higher education, is a priority in
the strategies and plans of the overwhelming majority of
countries. The popularisation of higher education in China
and Kyrgyzstan is a highly relevant subject due to the
direct dependence of the successful restructuring of several
sectors (economy, industry) on the level of education of
workers in these sectors. Factors such as positive
propaganda for obtaining education, creating a clear
picture of future prospects for students, and tangible results
from the participation of young specialists in the
development of their country are the main segments of the
policy of popularising higher education among young
people, which is especially important in the context of
globalisation and increasing competition on the
international stage.

The problem under study consists of examining the
structural elements and distinctive features of the higher
education system in China and Kyrgyzstan through the
analysis of common trends, dynamics, and statistical
indicators in the context of meeting the requirements for
the successful development of modern classical states. For
the harmonious interconnected development of science,
education, and the economy, Y. Geng and Y. Yan [1]
examined the interaction of governing bodies in
coordinating activities between individual regions of the
country. However, the authors paid insufficient attention to
cooperation at the level of educational institutions. P. Lapo
and N. Davletyarova [2], while assessing the development
of education in Central Asian countries, found that
disseminating information through increased international
contacts contributes to the internationalisation of the
educational process, which is particularly important for
Kyrgyzstan. Experts found that by using the experience
and connections of other countries, higher education
institutions strengthen their positions nationally. Planning,
standardisation, harmonisation of the educational process,
along with the actualisation and updating of the regulatory
framework, according to E. Sabzalieva [3], will enhance
the activities of the entities in this field, increasing their
professional qualities. The researcher considered the
legislative aspect of the development and formation of the
educational process, considering the correct application of
regulatory rules and provisions in practice.

The Bologna system, as described by B.M. Borkoev
and A.A. Alimbekov [4], as a unified structure of higher
education globally, helped Bishkek find the right path for
the development of the educational process and gain some

independence in several areas related to intellectual and
professional training of youth. The European education
system was examined by the authors to identify the most
suitable elements and tools for the Kyrgyz educational
process for further use. A.A. Alimbekov [5] also asserted
that the future of a country that does not strive for the
development of national consciousness through the
provision of decent education seems uncertain and
unreliable. However, the author focused only on higher and
postgraduate education, bypassing the initial education of
young people, considering this stage not significantly
crucial for personal and individual development.

Ch.T. Omurkanova [6] stated that the current
conditions of transformation in world history require
Kyrgyzstan to transition to new forms and content of
higher education, modernise the system with the renewal
of functions of all subjects of the educational process. The
focus on necessary reforms and qualitative changes in
various sectors closely related to education was the main
subject of the study. According to S. Kaldybaev [7], the
absence of reforms supporting the correct development and
quality transition of the education system of the Republic
after gaining independence in 1991 poses a threat of losing
all achievements and valuable practical results of activities
in the early 1990s. The specialist also allowed for the
possibility that at a certain stage of state development, it
might be possible to skip some necessary reforms and
offset the negative consequences of the absence of such
reforms through alternative solutions. The purpose of this
study is to examine the methods and tools for popularising
higher education in educational institutions in China and
Kyrgyzstan by analysing the basic features and
characteristic traits of government policy in the field of
education.

Materials and Methods

The primary methods used in this study include the
systematic-analytical method, historical method, statistical
method, and methods of comparison and forecasting. The
systematic-analytical method was used to examine the
overall situation in the field of higher education in China
and Kyrgyzstan, analyse the specifics and key
characteristics of national strategies in the educational
sector, and examine the forms and instruments used by
Beijing and Bishkek to popularise the educational process
in local educational institutions. Using the historical
method, the dynamics of changes in the policies of the
studied countries over different time periods regarding
approaches to organising higher education among young
people were illustrated. The method was applied to
examine trends, including both positive and negative
outcomes of the activities of responsible authorities and
state representatives over time. The statistical method was
chosen to study qualitative and quantitative indicators to
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assess the reforms and decisions adopted by the Chinese
and Kyrgyz leadership regarding various higher education
issues, and to characterise and review the dynamics of
changes in educational indicators. The method of
comparison was used to identify basic features and
distinctive characteristics, negative and positive trends in
the popularisation of higher education in educational
institutions of the studied states. Advantages and
weaknesses of the Chinese and Kyrgyz education systems
at the present stage were mentioned.

An analysis of the activities of several Chinese and
Kyrgyz higher education institutions was conducted to
determine the final goals of their activities and the
actualisation of the results of the implementation of state
programmes and strategies in the field of education. The
method was also used to update information regarding the
main negative factors characteristic of the educational
systems of the studied states, and some ways and solutions
to address these issues were proposed. Using the results
and conclusions obtained in the preparation of the study
and applying the forecasting method, some potential future
development scenarios for the field of higher education in
China and Kyrgyzstan were outlined. General practical
recommendations for improving the quality of results and
increasing the positive experience in the field of youth
education in the context of rapid globalisation were
articulated. Throughout the study, various sources of
scientific literature and supplementary resources were also
utilised. For example: analytical publications (“The
development of global higher education in a world of
transformation” [8]), critical studies (“Analysis of higher
education institutions in China” [9]), methodological
materials (economic review “China 2030 [10]), and
statistical data (Education rankings by country [11],
Number of students enrolled in degree programs in tertiary
education in China from 1990 to 2022 [12]).

To provide a detailed analysis of all elements of the
government policies of Beijing and Bishkek in the field of
higher education, a number of legislative documents and
regulations were investigated. These included: National
development program of the Kyrgyz Republic until 2026
[13], National development strategy of the Kyrgyz
Republic for 2018-2040 [14], China’s education
modernisation plan towards 2035 [15].

Results

The experience of many countries shows that the more
educated a person is, the greater their chances of obtaining
a high-paying job and, as a result, increasing their level of
prosperity. In 2022, the number of people enrolled in
higher education institutions (universities) exceeded 235
million (with education taking place in more than 90000
universities) [11]. The majority of students were in
developed economies and successful democratic countries
(Germany, Norway, Australia) [8]. In this regard, the Asian
region is an interesting object of study; developing
societies, dynamic changes in the political situation, and
the influence of more influential neighbours (China,
Russia) create favourable conditions for rapid and
successful development there [16]. Central Asia is a region
that combines elements and characteristics of both
European countries (such as the use of elements of the

Bologna system in education) and the traditions of Eastern
territories. China, which serves as a model to emulate in
many areas, especially in higher education, is the driving
force in the region.

Development of higher education in China

Analysing the features of the establishment and
functioning of the higher education system in China, it is
important to note that the foundations of the modern
structure of the educational process in universities began to
take shape in the late 19th and early 20th centuries when
Western, primarily European, values of educated
intelligentsia began to influence the country [10]. In fact,
starting from 1910 and until the mid-20th century, China
had the first educational institutions and educational
institutions operating with varying degrees of success.
Beginning on October 1, 1949, the date of the founding of
the People’s Republic of China (PRC), the country began
to actively address issues of general education and the level
of professional training of its citizens [17]. New reforms
and a renewed approach to the essence of education had a
significant impact on the evolution of the Chinese
education system as a whole. In the early stages,
particularly in the 1940s and 1950s, Beijing adhered to the
Soviet model as a template for creating its own education
sector [9]. Since the country’s leadership chose the
communist path of development, all Western ideology was
considered a “threat” to the young state, and only the
achievements and tools of the Soviet Union, in the view of
the ruling party, could help the PRC develop a flexible and
modern higher education system based on the principles of
communism and socialist society [18].

In the 1960s and 1970s, the first attempts were made to
create a unique “Chinese” higher education structure, the
main feature of which was the combination of the latest
educational methods and tools with Chinese national
values, traditions, and customs [19]. During the “Cultural
Revolution” (1966-1976), all subjects in university
curricula were based on class struggle [20]. Humanities
and social subjects, and foreign languages and similar
courses, were minimised or eliminated altogether. The
main emphasis in the teaching process was placed on
addressing ideological issues, industrial and agricultural
development. Nevertheless, the existing education system
was disrupted. Many universities transformed into
different institutions, while others ceased to function
altogether. In the late 1970s and early 1980s, after the end
of the “Cultural Revolution” in China, the need for reviving
the main idea of education became apparent, namely, the
development of higher education and, consequently, the
revival of scientific thought and the continuation of
technological progress. The beginning of the 90s was
marked by a rapid growth in the number of universities and
the change in the quality of teaching in them [21].

The start of the third millennium was characterised by
significant changes in the country’s higher education
system. China’s major universities (primarily Peking
University and Tsinghua University) aimed to become
leading educational centres on a global scale [22]. The
“Project 2011,” launched in 1995, was one of the first
comprehensive development plans for the higher education
system [20]. The document outlined the following main
tasks: the development and improvement of the social
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aspect of the education system, the expansion of the
infrastructure of educational institutions, and the further
global development of all scientific disciplines. In 1998,
“Project 985 was launched, under which the government
committed to increasing funding for leading universities
and supporting all their scientific initiatives. Besides:

- update the control and monitoring system to
create the best universities among global leaders.;

- create a competitive environment that would
stimulate scholars and students to engage in research and
where teachers and researchers could be highly mobile,
benefiting the state;

- develop a transparent mechanism for evaluating
the activities of educational institutions and individual
representatives of the teaching staff.

The programmes listed above created conditions for
further successful development of the education system,
particularly in higher education. Currently, China’s
legislative framework in the field of higher education
consists of laws such as “On higher education” (August 29,
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1998), “China’s education modernisation plan towards
20357 (2019) [15], as well as educational projects (Project
211, Project 985, Plan 2011, “Double First-Class™) [19].
China has established a unique education system that
combines its long-standing traditional Chinese history with
modern methods, tools, and mechanisms of the educational
process. As of 2022, over 46 million people were studying
at universities and educational institutions. Over the past
10 years, this figure has more than doubled (Figure 1).
China boasts several highly-rated and prestigious
educational institutions, including Peking University
(located in Beijing, founded in 1898), Tsinghua University
(located in Beijing, founded in 1911), Fudan University
(located in Shanghai, founded in 1905), and Nanjing
University (located in Nanjing, founded in 1902) [23]. The
total population with higher education exceeds 240 million
people, with a quarter of them residing in the central part
of the country [24].
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Figure 1. Dynamics of changes in the number of students in Chinese universities during the period 1990-2022 (in
millions)
Source: [12].

In light of the reforms initiated by Beijing, aimed at
transforming the economy, politics, and society as a whole,
new specialties and additional educational courses have
been introduced in universities and other educational
institutions. These institutions now prepare specialists in
artificial intelligence, managers at various levels in the
field of computer programming, and programmers for
servicing monitoring and control systems at different
levels. Furthermore, to enhance the development of
university science, updated research programmes have
been proposed, innovative scientific and technical projects
and grants have been launched, and national and
international competitions for scientific projects are
actively conducted [25, 26]. Despite several advantages of
the Chinese higher education system, such as rapidly
growing educational infrastructure, a wide range of
specialities, and modern equipment, there are some
pressing issues that, if not addressed promptly, could pose
significant challenges to the country’s future economic
development. Firstly, it is important to mention the uneven
distribution of resources in China: more than 80% of the
population resides in the western part of the country, while

the eastern and central regions are less densely populated
[10]. As a result, the level of education significantly differs
in various regions of the country, leading to unfair
competition among the younger generation. A similar
situation exists in the field of training and retraining of
teaching staff. Various educational programmes with
different intensities, coupled with uneven university
funding in the country, yield distinctive results in preparing
specialised professionals.

Another considerable issue for China, common to all
modern technologically advanced states with a high level
of societal development, is gender inequality and conflicts
based on race and religion. With the increasing number of
foreign students from different regions of the world, this
issue, while not acute in comparison to some other
countries like France, is still on the agenda [27]. There is
also a trend of graduates seeking prestigious jobs abroad
due to the lack of employment opportunities in their own
regions. Although the country’s economy is constantly
growing, situations with an insufficient number of job
opportunities for graduates from educational institutions
are not uncommon in China. It is essential to note that the
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authorities in the country are taking measures to address
the aforementioned problems by developing updated plans
and strategies. By analysing current documents in the field
of educational policy improvement in Beijing and
examining the decisions made by the country’s authorities,
it is possible to present some recommendations for
improving the activities of responsible representatives. For
example:

- address the issue of brain drain by developing
attractive working and living conditions for professionals;

- continue efforts to improve the higher education
system, considering past mistakes and shortcomings, while
also drawing from international experiences in conjunction
with national traditions;

- implement optimisation efforts to enhance the
efficiency of educational institutions, particularly in
remote and sparsely populated regions.

Development of higher education in Kyrgyzstan

In the context of globalisation and the convergence and
unification of educational systems in most countries, the
idea of creating a universal education structure, known as
the Bologna System, was introduced in 1998 by several
European countries, including the United Kingdom,
France, and Germany [3]. In 1999, the decision to create
such a system was made. Kyrgyzstan joined the Bologna
System in 201 1. Through the resolution of the Government
of the Kyrgyz Republic dated August 23, 2011 [5]. Since
then, education in the country, especially higher education,
entered a new phase of development. At the beginning of
the 20th century, Kyrgyzstan had an exceptionally low
level of education, with the population lacking both the
means and opportunities for basic literacy, let alone
professional education [7]. However, during the Soviet
period, the Republic witnessed the establishment and
development of an educational system that allowed it to
achieve average indicators in terms of the number of
people with higher education among Central Asian
countries. After gaining independence, another stage of
development in the field of education began, characterised
by a rapid increase in the number of universities,
particularly private ones. This led to a partial disruption of
the established educational structure and a decline in the
level of professional and intellectual skills among Kyrgyz
citizens.

Nevertheless, positive developments in education
began in the 1990s. Although the number of private
universities continued to rise, programmes to support
public educational institutions were developed in line with
the realities of that period. For example, the Government
Program of the Kyrgyz Republic for the Reform and
Development of Higher Professional Education for the
Period 2004-2010 proposed mechanisms for training the
necessary personnel required for the country’s economic
development. The development of market relations, the
growth of useful connections with foreign universities,
open borders, and the recognition of qualifications and
other factors accelerated structural reforms in higher
education in Kyrgyzstan in the mid-1990s [16]. The
democratisation of relationships in the educational process,
initiated with the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On
Education” in 1996, allowed Kyrgyz citizens from various
regions of the country not only to choose their fields of

study in universities and receive free education but also to
directly participate in the development of the Republic’s
economy. Therewith, the proportion of students studying
in private universities remained consistently high: 69% of
all students in 1997 and 85% in 2000 [3].

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, Bishkek actively
established  international  educational connections,
integrating into the global educational community. The
government’s efforts focused on unifying and improving
educational programmes and plans, harmonising
legislation within Central Asian countries, coordinating
and adapting various retraining and postgraduate courses,
business and entrepreneurship training, foreign language
education, and more. During this period, educational
institutions such as the Kyrgyz-Turkish University
“MANAS,” the American University of Kyrgyzstan, and
faculties of universities from other countries began their
operations [5]. Since the beginning of the 21st century,
Kyrgyzstan has actively developed long-term state
programmes, such as the National Development Strategy
of the Kyrgyz Republic for 2018-2040 (2018) [14] and the
National Development Program of the Kyrgyz Republic
until 2026 (October 12, 2021) [15]. These programmes
share a common goal: to establish principles, rules, and
standards for higher education in the country, considering
the new regional and global realities [28].

However, the outbreak of the COVID-19 infection and
the subsequent isolation, which resulted in economic crises
and a slowdown in industrial and societal development,
forced the country’s authorities to reconsider existing
strategies for the Republic’s development [4]. According
to the National Development Program of the Kyrgyz
Republic until 2026, one of the main tasks in the coming
years is to restore the economy and return to pre-pandemic
development indicators. This goal is planned to be
achieved primarily through improving the quality of
primary, technical, and higher education. The legal
framework for higher education in Kyrgyzstan primarily
consists of the Law of the Kyrgyz Republic “On
Education” (April 30, 2003) [29], the National
Development Strategy of the Kyrgyz Republic for 2018-
2040 (2018) [14], and the National Development Program
of the Kyrgyz Republic until 2026 (October 12,2021) [13].
The main goals in the field of education, as outlined in
these documents, include [30]:

- ensuring high-quality training of personnel for the
successful development of the state;

- development of a harmonious system of
education at universities (education-science-innovation-
economic development);

- guaranteeing the financial independence and
academic freedom of higher educational institutions;

- intensifying scientific and scientific-technical
development at universities with the involvement of more
students from these institutions;

- intensifying  international  scientific  and
educational cooperation, exchange of experience, methods,
and personnel to attract foreign students who will
subsequently acquire qualifications in Kyrgyzstan;

- gradual implementing education in the Kyrgyz
language across the country.

As of today, Kyrgyzstan has more than 60 educational
institutions of various ownership forms, including
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branches of foreign universities [28]. Considering the
population size (slightly over 6 million people as of 2023)
and the number of students (227582 individuals), such a
high number of educational institutions seems unjustified
and inefficient (Table 1). Optimisation is needed, with a

review of the practical value of several educational
institutions. However, it should be noted that movements
towards this periodically intensify in the form of attempts
to implement various reforms.

Table 1. Dynamics of changes in the number of students in Kyrgyzstan’s universities by regions during the period
2018-2022 (in people)

Region 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Batken 4735 5843 7668 10156 11836
Jalal-Abad 8474 9474 10569 10953 11731
Issyk-Kul 2996 2824 3079 3481 4343
Naryn 3330 3197 3102 3006 3566
Osh - - - - -
Talas 1561 1651 1699 1871 2003
Chui 2373 3719 5058 5926 6238
Bishkek City 105056 108174 113101 113531 117092
Osh City 36060 48896 69881 81282 70773
Total 164585 183778 214157 230206 227582

Source: [31].

Due to the rapid increase in the number of private
educational institutions and their branches, the number of
contract students also increased. This process was
accompanied by a decline in the overall intellectual and
scientific-technical potential of the country and individual
institutions. Private universities began to focus on profit,
turning the academic path into a regular business, while
neglecting the initiation of research projects and the
development of innovative programmes [32]. Moreover, in
recent years, Kyrgyzstan has seen a consistent increase in
students in humanities, economics, and law disciplines.
Engineering specialties, agricultural, industrial, technical,
and environmental professions are currently not in demand
in the country, even though these fields are crucial for the
country’s future development.

Another issue faced by the country is brain drain: after
obtaining relevant education and failing to find suitable
employment with decent salaries at home, young
professionals leave the country and easily establish
themselves abroad without experiencing any particular
problems with establishing contacts, since the level of
teaching foreign languages in Kyrgyzstan (primarily
English) remains at a consistently acceptable level [33]. As
of now, Bishkek is not in a position to significantly address
the situation and create attractive conditions for graduates
and educational staff. Meanwhile, the situation becomes
increasingly threatening and worsens with each passing
year [34]. Thus, it can be stated that higher education in the
Republic is characterised by inconsistency and a lack of a
defined system. All decisions made by the government do
not follow a clear path or strategy. Without modernising
the general structure of the education system in
Kyrgyzstan, it is challenging to expect rapid and successful
development in the country’s key economic and industrial
sectors. In analysing the existing problems in the field of
higher education within the country with the aim of finding
solutions, it is essential to consider the following issues:

- establishing a connection between the state’s
demand for specific professions and the corresponding
specialities in the country’s universities by creating direct
and clear communication channels between responsible

representatives in local government and educational
institutions;

- reevaluating the number of universities: analysing
the qualitative and quantitative performance indicators of
these institutions with subsequent reduction in their
numbers, primarily through the reduction of private
institutions;

- launching scientific laboratories by upgrading
their technical capabilities to enhance the level of research
conducted in the country and commercialising innovative
developments and technologies;

- improving the living and learning conditions of
students and the academic staff by creating favourable
conditions across various dimensions and providing
assistance with job searching and placement.

Comparative analysis of higher education systems in
China and Kyrgyzstan
In modern conditions, any reforms in the field of education
directly impact the transformation of the state’s structure
and the development of individuals as members of society.
The sphere of higher education also has a significant
impact on the economic development of each state. Since
gaining independence and up to the present day, the main
tasks of official Bishkek in the education sphere have been:
the development of the education system (including higher
education), the expansion of the structure of educational
programmes and plans, the introduction of new forms,
tools, and teaching technologies, the improvement of
financing mechanisms, and the optimisation of educational
infrastructure [35]. The entry into the Bologna system and
the transition to global trends in education motivated
government authorities and institutions to develop the
educational process, enriching it with new elements.
Transformations began, but they were accompanied by
negative phenomena such as the rapid growth of private
universities and, as a result, the transformation of the
education sector into a business activity. This factor has a
profoundly adverse effect on the overall state and societal
development in Kyrgyzstan [36-38].

A distinctive feature of China’s higher education
system can be described as the unique combination of
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forms and methods woven into the educational process: a
focus on emerging specialities, the widespread
development and implementation of innovative
technologies (e.g., artificial intelligence technology or the
use of chatbots for student learning). Beijing’s main task in
education is to transition to qualitatively new teaching
standards, considering state demands and employing
modern mechanisms and tools, along with a significant
increase in the number of students in universities [39-41].
However, despite substantial achievements in educational
policy, China is experiencing crisis phenomena in the field,
caused by factors such as geographical and logistical
challenges (the remoteness of populated areas and uneven
population distribution throughout the country). Another
challenge is the brain drain — a substantial migration of
graduates and academic staff due to difficulties in finding
employment and further professional development.

Thus, it is evident that Beijing and Bishkek both have
certain challenges in the development of higher education.
Delaying the resolution of these issues could exacerbate
and increase the number of such problems. By examining
various aspects of the establishment and development of
higher education systems in China and Kyrgyzstan, it is
possible to identify certain aspects of this sphere.
Improving cooperation in these aspects can contribute to
the optimisation of task performance quality and, as a
result, enhance the effectiveness of state policies in
promoting education among the younger generation. These
recommendations are general and can be applied to most
countries. For the Ministries of Education and Science:

- updating educational programmes and plans in
line with the state’s demands for the future development of
the economy and industry;

- establishing close bilateral and multilateral
educational contacts with similar institutions in other
countries for the exchange of positive experiences,
methodologies, tools, and personnel.

For higher education institutions:

- developing and implementing modern innovative
approaches to teaching certain subjects to improve the
quality and speed of assimilation of the necessary material;

- creating favourable living conditions and leisure
activities for students and academic staff.

For Ministries of Economy, Government, President:

- developing and providing a practical plan
(roadmap, strategy) to reflect the current needs of the state
with the aim of improving the situation in the near future
through the preparation of relevant specialists;

- conducting overall monitoring and control of the
education promotion process through various instruments
and methods (e.g., personal involvement in promotional
campaigns, promotion of educational ideas).

Discussion

By examining the popularity of higher education in China
and Kyrgyzstan through the analysis of the specificity of
state policy in the field and the conducted normative and
legislative updates of the educational process, and
considering key quantitative and qualitative indicators over
time, several conclusions can be drawn. Firstly, given the
rapid growth of various new educational methodologies
and tools, the subject matter of this study is widely

researched and discussed. Secondly, the level of education
and professional training of the population in different
countries will play a significant role in the process of state
and societal development in the near future. Notably,
specialists from scientific institutions in Bishkek, Naryn,
and other cities in Kyrgyzstan have made a substantial
contribution to the study of higher education, primarily in
Kyrgyzstan. The results and conclusions of their works
have provided updated data regarding the characteristic
features of higher education institutions’ functioning in the
Republic in the 21st century and outlined a range of key
problems that need to be addressed in the near future,
particularly concerning the optimisation of the structure of
educational institutions and the improvement of working
conditions for academic staff. Experts from China
presented a significant amount of research on the Chinese
scientific and educational sphere, guided by the directives
and tasks outlined in the national strategies and state plans
[42-44]. Researchers outlined the main stages of the
development of the education system in the country,
highlighted the main achievements, positive and negative
consequences of the implemented reforms, and outlined
the party’s leadership plans regarding the development of
the educational process in the near future.

In the given study, the situation was described where an
inadequate level of preparation of teaching and scientific
personnel leads to a decrease in the quality of education in
higher educational institutions. Similar views were
expressed by Z. Chen [18] regarding the training and
support of teaching staff at the middle and higher levels of
the educational process. The author argued that the policies
pursued by the country’s leadership should align with
global standards in terms of providing suitable conditions
for the life and work of educational professionals. Only in
this way can the overall education of the state’s citizens be
maintained at an acceptable level. Local universities
occupy an important place in China’s higher education
system; they have made a serious contribution to reforms
and openness, as well as to the economic development of
the country and have played a decisive role in promoting
the popularisation of higher education [45-47]. This idea,
presented in the current study, is similar to the conclusions
of W. Li [9]. The author claimed that, faced with new
economic, political, and social realities on a global scale,
the issue of optimising the activities of Chinese higher
education institutions has reached a new level. However, it
was also argued that there is no need to rush the
reorganisation of university infrastructure, as predicting
the further transformation of the educational system and its
needs is quite challenging, even for highly developed
countries.

The need for transitioning to a new level of the
educational process (especially in the context of instability
following the outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus
infection and subsequent restrictions) was presented as one
of the main tasks for both Beijing and Bishkek in their
educational development strategies. B.A. Swanson and A.
Valdois [21] obtained similar conclusions in the course of
their research, explaining the structural changes in the
global education system, mainly higher education,
precisely because of a long period of isolation and
restrictions in access to primary human needs, especially
communication. The reorganisation of work and leisure
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had a generally positive effect on youngest people,
particularly students of Chinese higher educational
institutions. The issue of the mismatch between the state’s
demands for certain in-demand professions and the number
of courses offered by Kyrgyzstan’s universities that
prepare specific specialities were examined in this study in
the context of demonstrating the depth of interaction
between the authorities and educational institutions. G.B.
Tashkulova [32] held a similar opinion regarding the
preparation of necessary workers for the country, arguing
that the mismatch between the state’s demand and the
capabilities of educational institutions entirely lies in
insufficiently effective changes and improvements in the
educational process.

In the paper, it was mentioned that Central Asia,
particularly Kyrgyzstan, is a region where the study of
foreign languages is given a significant amount of time.
Since popular languages are languages of intercultural
communication, schools, colleges, and universities in the
Republic teach them, especially English, to a very high
level. A. Bezborodova and S. Radjabzade [16] had a
similar position regarding foreign languages, calling
English the language of research, innovation, technological
progress, and intellectual development. The specialists also
listed a range of drawbacks related to education, including
an imbalance in favour of foreign language learning at the
expense of other less popular subjects. The paper stated
that by providing suitable working and living conditions
for educational professionals, it is possible to guarantee
their work within the country for the benefit of economic
and social development and prosperity. Such conclusions
were also presented by M. Enterieva [28] regarding
preparation for university admission, the specifics of the
educational process, teaching experience, assessment
mechanisms, and support for the further professional
development of future teaching staff. The expert explained
the need to support the level of teacher and lecturer training
with the demands of the developing world, globalisation
processes, and new challenges to societal development,
emphasising the study of psychology and the specifics of
the behaviour of young pedagogical workers.

A university, as a place of residence, work, study, and
leisure for young people for an extended period of their
lives, was described as a fundamental structural element of
any country’s education system. Higher educational
institutions participate in the promotion and transmission
of knowledge, skills, and experience, thereby preparing
students for their chosen professions and other aspects of
life for the benefit of society [48-50]. Similar conclusions
were reached by S.C. Lakhotia [26], describing an
educational institution as an establishment where not only
knowledge is disseminated and new knowledge is created,
but also the foundations for exploring and studying
fundamentally new areas of human activity and the
functioning of the world are developed. According to the
author, one of the main tasks of a modern higher
educational institution, in addition to teaching specific
subjects and skills for specific professions, should be the
conduct of scientific and innovative work capable of
attracting young people to pursue higher education for their
future development and improvement.

Upon analysing all the scientific literature available on
the popularisation of higher education in China and

Kyrgyzstan through the prism of examining the specific
characteristics of the functioning of educational structures
in the two countries, it can be concluded that the issues of
increasing the level and quality of teaching in universities
and establishing a connection between the state’s demands
and the capabilities of educational institutions will be
among the key issues for examination in the foreseeable
future. The main problems that require urgent solutions
from the leadership of Kyrgyzstan will be the development
of educational institutions as research and development
institutions rather than business structures, which some
private higher education institutions essentially are at
present. For Beijing, an important task at the present stage
of development is addressing various socio-organisational
issues, including the mass brain drain of personnel —
teachers, scientists, and students who wish to find a job
with decent wages, and the problem of uneven distribution
of higher education opportunities in different regions of the
country.

Conclusions

In the course of investigating the popularity of higher
education in China and Kyrgyzstan, the legal framework
of the field, and qualitative and quantitative indicators over
time, the specific characteristics and traits of the higher
education system in both countries were explored. Positive
factors and major issues in the development of this sphere
were identified. It was established that the Chinese
educational system is a robust and multi-level structure
with a long history, traditions, and practical experience.
The presence of a sufficient number of high-quality higher
education institutions enables China to compete with
leading educational institutions worldwide.

The study showed that the strategies of some private
universities and similar educational institutions in
Kyrgyzstan tend to shift their activities towards practical
business, primarily by charging tuition fees from contract
students. This situation is to some extent controlled by the
State. Upon analysing various statistical indicators of the
development and transformation of the higher education
system in the studied countries, and examining legislative
initiatives in Beijing and Bishkek regarding the
organisation of the educational process, it can be
concluded that states are attempting to normalise the policy
of relationships between the stakeholders in the
educational sphere by regulating the activities of all parties
involved. China’s steps in this regard appear more
confident, as the decisions made more closely reflect
society’s demands to meet the primary goals of education.
Kyrgyzstan has achieved less pronounced results in the
context of this activity due to its scattered educational
policy and the lack of a clear vision of the ultimate goal for
implementing reforms.

For a more in-depth investigation of the popularisation
of higher education in China and Kyrgyzstan, particularly
in terms of addressing the challenges of attracting the
younger generation to enrol in educational institutions in
these countries, and for the development of practical
recommendations on this matter, future research should
conduct a more thorough examination of the issues related
to popularising higher education in China and Central
Asian countries, utilising modern methods and tools, with
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Hocaimzkennst moao nonyasipusanii Bumoi ocsitu B Kurai ta Kupruscrani
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AHoTauisg

AkTyanbHicTh. [1o0anizanis Ta cTpiMKUil PO3BUTOK YCiX rajy3eil eKOHOMIKHM i BUPOOHMIITBA CTBOPIOIOTH MOMUT HA
BHCOKOKBaITi(DikOBaHUX (PaxiBIliB, a PIBEHb i SAKICTh BUIIOI OCBITH BiJirpar0Th OJHY 3 HaHBaXIMBIIINX pOJeld B
YCIIITHOMY 1 TIPOIBiTal0dOMy Maiil0yTHEOMY Oy Ib-sIKO1 KpaiHH.

Merta. MeToro I1b0T0 JOCITIKEHHS € BUBYEHHS IIPOIIeCy NonmyJIpu3altii Bummoi ocBiti B Kurai ta Kupruscrani B cyqacHy
eroXy IIIIXOM BUBUYEHHS Ta aHAI3y OCOONMBOCTEH NEpXKaBHHUX CTpATerii, CIPSIMOBAaHMUX Ha 3a0XOYEHHS MOJIOZOTO
MOKOJITHHSL /10 BCTYITy B HaBUAJIbHI 3aKJIa 1.

MeTtopaoJiorisi. BukopucTaHo CHCTEMHO-aHAJTITUYHHUIA METO/I /sl BUOKPEMJICHHSI Ta BUBUEHHS KJIFOYOBHX 0COOIMBOCTEH
ocBiTHKOT momiTuky [lekina Ta Bilikeka; CTATHCTUYHUN METOJ JIJIs IPEICTABICHHS BU3HAYATBHUX KITBKICHUX Ta SIKICHUX
MMOKA3HUKIB MOIYJISipU3allii BUILOT OCBITH cepe]] MOJIOJI.

Pe3yabTaTn. BucBiTIIEHO BiMiHHI PHUCH Ta KJIIOYOBI XapaKTEPUCTUKH (HOPMYBaHHS AEpkKaBHHX MoyiTHK Kuraio Ta
Kupruscrany y cdepi BUIIoi ocBiTH; IIpeICTaBIEHO OCHOBHI €TaM TpaHC(hOpMAlliil HalllOHAJIbHUX CTPATeTii 3aydeHHs
011101 KIJIBKOCTI CTY/ICHTIB 10 BUILMX HAaBYAJIBHUX 3akaaiB. [IpoaHarizoBaHo crienudiky KHTalChKOi CHCTEMH OCBITH,
METOI¥ Ta IHCTPYMEHTH IOMyJISIpHU3allii YHIBEpCHUTETCHKOI OCBITH; HABEACHO NaHI MO0 AWHAMIKK 3MIiHH KiJIbKOCTI
CTYICHTIB 32 OCTAHHE JCCATIIIITTS; IPEACTABICHO XapaKkTep i TeHACHIIii OCBITHROTO mporecy B KupruscraHi; mokasano
OCHOBHI 3MiHH Yy cepi BUIIOI OCBITH B KpaiHi y 21 CTOMNITTI.

BucHoBku. OnHcaHo CTPYKTypy BHILIOI OCBITH B AOCIHIIKYBaHHUX KpaiHax, JOCIIIKEHO METOIH MOIyJIsApH3amii ramysi
cepell MOJIOJIi Ta HaJ[aHO 3arajibHi PeKOMEHIAIIIT I110/10 BIOCKOHAIICHHS JisTIbHOCTI B 11iit chepi. Pe3ynbraru Ta BHCHOBKH,
OTpUMaHi B LIbOMY AOCII/IXKEHHI, MOXXYTb OyTH BUKOPUCTaHI 5K MPaKTUYHE MIATPYHTS JUIS NOAAIBIIMX JOCIHIIKEHb 3

JIaHO{ TEMaTHKH, a TAKOXK JUISI OHOBJICHHS iICHYIOUMX HalliOHAJILHUX CTpaTeriii Ta miaHiB y cdepi BUILOT OCBITH 1 HAYKH.

Kuro4oBi citoBa: ocBiTHIH Tpoliec; HalliOHANBHI CTparerii; rirodanizaris; kBatidikoBaHi ¢axisii; boloHcbka cucTema.
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