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Abstract

Relevance. High-quality military education, which guarantees the creation of effective armed forces capable of repelling
threats to national security, is one of the main factors in determining the strength and influence of a state in the
international arena.

Purpose. The purpose of the study was to determine the features and specifics of military education in Kazakhstan by
studying the activities of military educational institutions and departments in large cities of the country.

Methodology. The study used system-analytical method, with the help of which it became possible to consider the basic
characteristics of the military education system in Kazakhstan; and the historical method, facilitating the analysis of the
process of training in military specialities over time.

Results. The determining factors and prerequisites for the formation and development of the independent armed forces
of the Republics of Kazakhstan were identified and the state's military education system was characterized at all levels,
from school to postgraduate education and advanced training courses. Key points in the processes of transformation of
state military education were identified, in particular regarding the reorganization of a number of higher military
institutions and the creation of a state higher educational institution — National University of Defence of the First President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan — Elbasy. The effectiveness of the military sector was measured using qualitative and
quantitative indicators. Additionally, the main military specialities and faculties offered in higher educational institutions
in major cities were listed.

Conclusions. This study covered the main directions, issues, tasks, and methods of the educational process in Kazakh
military universities. It also examined the development of military education in Turkey and Russia, identifying key factors
affecting their educational systems. The findings and conclusions can serve as a practical foundation for enhancing
national programs to train military specialists in Kazakhstan and other countries.
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Introduction cooperation. The well-being, prosperity and physical
At the present stage of development of the human race,  security of any state fully depend on the level of the armed
issues of security and survival of individual ethnic groups ~ forces, the professional skills of officers and the modern
or countries are among the most discussed at various innovative and technical base of the sphere. In the context
platforms of national, regional and international ~ of improving the armed forces and improving the
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qualifications of representatives of military specialities,
issues of specialized education are the main factors in the
formation of the national security system. The high level
of the educational process in military educational
institutions, the introduction of the best world experience
in this process, taking into account national characteristics,
will contribute to the formation and development of a

modern military infrastructure. The Republic of
Kazakhstan, like most other countries, carefully
approaches military security issues, paying special

attention to the training of relevant personnel. The study of
the topic of military education in Kazakhstan is relevant
and timely. In the context of active globalization and, as a
consequence, growing threats to its independent status and
security, the Republic is systematically increasing its
military potential, in particular, training future military
specialists, on whom the stable and safe development of
the state will primarily depend.

The scope of the work is to present the distinctive
features and specific features of Kazakh military education
by considering general trends, summing up the positive
and negative aspects of the development of military
science in the Republic in the context of national and
international interaction. According to T.S. Korotkova and
D.l. Zakirova [1], obtaining a quality education lays the
foundation for improving people’s living conditions and
ensuring sustainable development, the essence of which is
to increase well-being and protect the planet by
accelerating economic growth and solving many issues in
the field of education, healthcare, social protection and
employment, as well as climate change and environmental
protection. In accordance with the provisions of
Kazakhstan’s youth policy, according to the results of a
study by A.N. Teslenko [2], the place and role of youth
work in the state’s implementation of the strategic
development plan, the main emphasis of which is on
education and improving the professional level of young
people, is determined.

Based on sociological research conducted at a number
of universities in Kazakhstan, experts S.M. Duisenova et
al. [3] concluded that for students of all levels of education
— bachelors, masters, students in second majors — an
important aspect of the educational process is obtaining an
appropriate diploma, especially for such specialities as
military affairs, medicine, and exact sciences. B. Sailan
and N. Nurbosynova [4] concluded that the structure of the
military education of the Republic, which includes the
Armed Forces of Kazakhstan, the national army, air force
and naval forces, has become the basis for ensuring the
country’s security and specialized education, which has
come a long way from individual military units to a modern
scientific system is a key element of state development.
D.T. Adyrbekov et al. [5] believed that the level and
qualifications of the teaching staff were fully consistent
with international standards, but believed that some
weakening of discipline among students during their
education in the future may prevent them from obtaining
clear and deep scientific theoretical knowledge and
practical skills.

A.A. Bulatbayeva [6] considered the phenomena of
excessive bureaucracy and a multi-level system of
accepting certain issues that significantly affect the quality
of teaching in educational institutions. A. Seidikenova et

al. [7] believed that the rather weak knowledge of foreign
languages both among students and among specialized
teachers introduces some problems into the educational
process, for example, into the system of classification and
translation of international terms and concepts in the
military sphere. Military education in European countries
also has a number of advantages and disadvantages. I.
Urych and G. Matysiak [8] considered the educational
process from the point of view of benefits in the future
professional path of students (using the example of
Germany, France, Latvia and other countries), and T. Libel
[9] examined the issue of the lack of national and regional
military training establishments (in the Scandinavian
countries: Denmark, Norway and Sweden).

The purpose of the study is to characterize the key
features and dynamics of the military educational process
in the Republic of Kazakhstan through the study of
individual components and structural elements of the
subject under study using the example of a number of
higher educational institutions in the country. The main
research objective is to determine the specifics of the
military educational process in the Republic of
Kazakhstan. It aims to reveal the features of the activities
of the main elements of the educational structure of the
country’s higher military institutions. Another objective is
to find out the professional level of teaching and research
personnel involved in the training of army specialists. The
research will consider the qualitative and quantitative
indicators of military training in Kazakhstan by analysing
both the national education system and comparing it with
several other countries, particularly the Republic of Turkey
and Russia.

It also seeks to emphasize the role of the National
University of Defence of the First President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan — Elbasy as the main higher
military institution at all levels of army training, from
initial basic to professional specialized and postgraduate.
The research will also present general practical
recommendations for improving the quality of teaching
relevant material in higher military educational institutions
of the country and suggest updates for the state defence
system as a whole.

Materials and Methods

The methods that were used in the preparation of this work
were system-analytical, statistical and historical methods,
as well as methods of analysis and forecasting. Using the
system-analytical method, the main features and
distinctive factors of the formation and development of the
military education system in higher educational
institutions and professional military departments of the
Republic of Kazakhstan were identified and considered.
The dynamics and specifics of various trends in the
transformation of educational programs in the area of
training in military specialities are summarized. Using the
historical method, different groups of factors influencing
the transformation of the educational process among
students of military and specialized specialities since the
Republic gained independence are summarized. It also
shows various specific trends and factors shaping the
educational process in higher educational institutions of
the country in the field of army training.
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Using the statistical method, general qualitative and
quantitative indicators of the effectiveness of educational
activities of higher military educational institutions in
Kazakhstan are presented; the positive and negative results
of certain decisions in the field of training military
specialists were assessed. Based on the data obtained
during the work, using the forecast method, general
practical recommendations have been developed and
presented to improve the relationships and effectiveness of
work in the field of training, in particular, military
specialities. Using analysis methods, the features, and
directions of activity of military educational institutions
and military departments at educational institutions are
examined through the prism of their activities in the field
of training specialists of various qualifications for the army
corps and the military field of the state. The specific
characteristics of the military education system of a
number of other states, in particular the Republic of
Turkey, are analysed.

In the course of preparing this work, a large array of
scientific literature was reviewed and used, the main
emphasis of which was on studying the features of the
formation and development of military education in the
Republic of Kazakhstan since independence in 1991. This
literature included, in particular, scientific reviews [3],
analytical and critical publications [6], statistical materials
[10], educational methods and manuals [11]. In order to
gain a deeper understanding of the essence of government
steps in the field of strengthening the military power and
defence forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan, some

regulatory documents and legislative acts were reviewed
and studied — both in the field of education and science,
and in the direction of the formation of state youth policy.
For example, Law No. 745 “On the creation of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan” [12], Decree No.
3353 “On the transformation of the 1.S. Konev Almaty
Higher Military School into the Military Academy of the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan” [13],
Strategy “Kazakhstan-2050” [14], Decree No. 554 “On
approval of the Military doctrine of the Republic of
Kazakhstan” [15].

Results

Human potential and intellectual resources are the main
components of the successful development of a modern
state. Despite the widespread robotisation and the
introduction of artificial intelligence technologies in
enterprises and industries, direct human participation is
still necessary. The military sphere (weapons, science,
ensuring general security, financial investments,
development of military infrastructure, increasing the
officer corps) is one of the key elements necessary for the
stability and safe existence of any country, as well as for
creating the image of an advanced and strong state (Table
1). Without proper preparation, theoretical and practical
basis, as well as serious education, it is almost impossible
to clearly and harmoniously carry out the designated tasks.

Table 1. Indicators of the armed forces of states (for the period 2022-2023)

101 *
Place Country COEﬁB;f:;n(Eg:r(lggé)pare g Army strength Budget for the_armed forces
2023 0 2022) (2022), people (2023), billion dollars
1 USA 0.0712 - 1,395,350 (3)** 877 (3.5%)***
2 Russia 0.0714 - 900,000 (5) 86 (4.1%)
3 China 0.0722 - 2,035,000 (1) 292 (1.6%)
4 India 0.1025 - 1,460,350 (2) 81 (2.4%)
Great
5 Britain 0.1435 0 153,200 (33) 68 (2.2%)
South
6 Korea 0.1505 - 555,000 (8) 46 (2.7%)
7 Pakistan 0.1694 1 651,800 (6) 10 (2.6%)
8 Japan 0.1711 ! 247,150 (19) 46 (1.1%)
9 France 0.1848 ! 203,250 (21) 54 (1.9%)
10 Italy 0.1973 - 161,550 (32) 33 (1.7%)
11 Turkey 0.2016 - 355,200 (15) 11 (1.2%)
12 Brazil 0.2151 - 366,500 (12) 20 (1.1%)
13 Indonesia | 0.2221 1 395,500 (11) 9 (0.7%)
14 Egypt 0.2224 - 438,500 (10) 5 (1.1%)
15 Ukraine 0.2516 1 196,600 (23) 44 (33.5%)
63 Kazakhstan

Note: * —the coefficient includes a group of indicators, including the number of military units, financial situation, material
and technical base, geographical location; ** — place in the general ranking of the number of armies in the world; *** —
spending on the army as a percentage of the gross domestic product (GDP).

Source: [16, 17].

Studying the texts of legislative acts in the field of
military training and military science, many experts came
to the conclusion that specialized military education is the
basic and primary principle for the development of modern

and competitive armed forces of the state [3; 9]. In the
relevant documents of many states (military doctrines,
strategies), in particular, Decree No. 554 “On approval of
the Military doctrine of the Republic of Kazakhstan™ [15]
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states that among the main measures for the development
of military education should be, among other things,
training in demand specialities for the military
organization of the state, improving the quality of training
of military specialists for through the introduction of
modern teaching methods and technologies into the
educational process, the introduction of innovative tools
(simulators, simulators) into the learning process. The
essence and meaning of the term “military education”
should be clearly defined.

Western and Kazakh scientific studies draw a similar
conclusion regarding this concept [4; 18-20]. It is generally
accepted that military education is a strictly controlled
educational process during which students acquire certain
rules, knowledge, skills, and other elements necessary to
perform tasks related to ensuring the security of the
country and its borders. In general, it is possible to
conclude that military education is a clearly controlled and
regulated process of preparing and training military
specialists of various qualifications in order to protect the
state from external threats [6]. This definition is followed
by almost all states of the world, including the Republic of
Kazakhstan, developing and improving their military
sphere.

Military Education in the Republic of Kazakhstan

After gaining independence in 1991, the Republic of
Kazakhstan began to actively create and update all
components of public administration, primarily the army.
On May 7, 1992 the Law was signed No. 745 “On the
creation of the Armed Forces of the Republic of
Kazakhstan” [12], according to which, from the moment of
its signing, all military units and units located on the
territory of the country came under the control of Astana.
The law determined the structure of the Armed Forces,
which included ground forces, air and air defence forces,
naval forces, airmobile forces, military educational
institutions and other relevant bodies [21]. The document
became the first legal act regulating activities in the field
of military education and military science in the country
[22]. Today, a unified military education system operates
in Kazakhstan, covering all levels of military specialist
training [7]. As of the beginning of 2023, the Republic of

Kazakhstan ranks 63rd in terms of the level of the Armed
Forces [10], military and support personnel number
355.000 people (15th place) [16], military expenditures
amount to $11 billion (0.5% of GDP) [17]. These
indicators are average on a global scale, but in Central
Asia, the Republic holds second place, behind Uzbekistan
(62); Turkmenistan has 82nd position, while Kyrgyzstan
(107) and Tajikistan (120) are at the bottom of the ranking
of the strongest armies in the world.

The legislative basis of military education in
Kazakhstan includes an impressive list of documents,
among which, firstly, it is worth highlighting Laws No. 745
“On the creation of the Armed Forces of the Republic of
Kazakhstan” [12], “On the defence and Armed Forces of
the Republic of Kazakhstan”, “On education”, “On
science”, “On military service and the status of military
personnel” [23], and also Decree No. 554 “On approval of
the Military doctrine of the Republic of Kazakhstan™ [15]
and Strategy “Kazakhstan-2050” [14]. According to the
Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Kazakhstan, over
3000 people undergo military training annually [24]. The
Ministry has created a multi-level military management
system, which includes science, innovation, education, as
well as logistics and strategic planning. Education
(including postgraduate) and training of military
personnel, as well as support personnel, takes place in
higher military educational institutions, as well as in
military departments created at other educational
institutions [25].

The main condition for training a military specialist, on
whose level and professional skills the country’s security
will depend, is the organization of a continuous,
sustainable and harmonious process of training the future
military personnel. Over the years of independence,
Kazakhstan has developed a wide system of military
education, which includes three main levels of the
educational process: secondary, technical (vocational) and
higher education. In addition, according to the paragraphs
of the Law “On Education” [26], the main levels include
bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral, as well as advanced
training, postgraduate education, and retraining (Table 2).

Table 2. Levels of military education in Kazakhstan

(professional)

Edlté\(izgon Educational institutions Directions
Republican school “Zhas Ulan” (Almaty); Republican | Basic training, including theoretical and
Average school “Zhas Ulan” (Karaganda); Republican school | practical foundations of military
“Zhas Ulan” (Shymkent) activity
Technical Military College named after. Sh. Ualikhanov Training of junior command personnel

(Shchuchinsk); Military College named after. S.
Nurmagambetova (Astana)

for military service under contract as
non-commissioned officers

Military Institute of the Ground Forces (Almaty);

Training of specialists in air defence,

Hiaher Military Institute of the Air Defence Forces (Aktobe); | communications troops, automated
g Military Engineering Institute of Radio Electronics and | control systems, information, and
Communications (Almaty) cybersecurity
Postaraduate National University of Defence of the First President of ng:gacgl\;llgg edS:”c!Sicall? theo ;Z'I[?oneﬁf
g the Republic of Kazakhstan — Elbasy (Astana) - pedagogical,  Operation:
tactical, strategic and logistics activities
Other Departments in higher education institutions Retraining and advanced — training

courses for military personnel

Source: [5; 11].
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Based on the above, it follows that the military
education system of Kazakhstan is quite developed, has an
established working structure, generally complies with
international standards and principles and contributes to
the development of scientific, innovative and pedagogical
military potential of military specialists.

National University of Defence of the First President of
the Republic of Kazakhstan — Elbasy

In 1997, by decree of President of Republic of Kazakhstan
No. 3353 “On the transformation of the I.S. Konev Almaty
Higher Military School into the Military Academy of the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan™ [13], in
Astana, was established National University of Defence of
the First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan — Elbasy
— higher education was created military educational
establishment, main tasks of which are the preparation of
scientific and pedagogical personnel of the highest degrees
of qualifications, retraining, and promotion of
qualifications of military personnel, conducting
fundamental and applied military scientific research. The
university is a complex research and educational

institution, which includes teaching, laboratory, scientific
and residential premises. In addition, on the territory of the
educational institution there are many classrooms for
different numbers of students, computer classes,
conference rooms, and scientific libraries. The wide
interconnected system of the university functions smoothly
in order to achieve its goals in the following areas: training
of specialists at the strategic level of military affairs
management, training of operational-tactical specialists,
classes for future scientific and pedagogical workers in the
military  sphere, advanced training, postgraduate
education, conducting scientific research and development
work [24].

The university implements a wide range of projects and
programs in various areas of training in the field of military
affairs: the specifics of the air force, engineering forces,
chemical and biological defence, as well as other
specialities that are offered for study at the faculties of the
educational institution. In total — 9 faculties, 23
departments (Table 3).

Table 3. Structure educational process at the National University of Defence of the First President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan — Elbasy

Faculty “Academy of the General Staff of the Armed Forces*”

Faculty of NG** RK***

Combined Arms Faculty

Faculty “Institute for Advanced Studies”

Faculties

Faculty of Military Humanities

Faculty of Logistics and Technical Support

Faculty of Air Defence Forces and Information Systems Security

Faculty of State Security Service

Faculty of Border Service of the National Security Committee

headquarters services

Troop control and combined arms

Rocket Forces and Artillery

Physical training and sports

Engineering Troops and RCBP Troops**** and
Environmental Safety

Military history and law

Languages

Technical support

Training of foreign military personnel

Information security

Strategies

Departments

Military and government administration

Operational art and tactics

Social disciplines and pedagogy

Operational art

Ensuring the service and combat
activities of the NG

Operational art and tactics of the NG RK

Air Force

Mobilization preparation and territorial defence

Logistics support

Air Defence Forces

Social disciplines

Managing the daily activities of troops

Civil Defence

Studying

programs Master’s degree

Doctoral studies

Note: * Armed Forces — armed forces; ** NG — National Guard; *** RK — Republic of Kazakhstan; **** RCBP —

radiation, chemical and biological protection.
Source: [13].

To summarize, it is important to note that the main goal
of the university is to bring the military education system
into line with the Concept of the State Armed Forces until
2030 (a project that was developed by the country’s
Ministry of Defence as part of the implementation of the
Address of the Head of State to the People of Kazakhstan
dated September 2, 2019) [1], namely: improving the

quality of teaching, the level of doctoral and master’s
theses, scientific and practical research, as well as
improving the logical and conceptual apparatus of
decision-making among military specialists in the process
of their training.
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Other Military Educational Institutions and Military

Departments in the Republic of Kazakhstan

Speaking about other educational institutions in the field of

military training in Kazakhstan, which train professional

military and support personnel of various skill levels, it is
worth noting that in every large city of the Republic there
are large military universities, institutes, as well as
colleges, cadet corps and specialized schools [1]. For
example, In Almaty, there are the Military Institute of the

Ground Forces, the Military Engineering Institute of Radio

Electronics and Communications, and the Almaty

Republican School “Zhas Ulan” named after B.

Momyshuly. In Astana, there is the Military College

named after General S. Nurmagambetov. In Karaganda,

there is the Karaganda Republican School “Zhas Ulan”

named after Twice Hero of the Soviet Union T.

Begeldinov. In Aktobe, there is the Military Institute of the

Air Defence Forces named after T. Begeldinov. In

Shchuchinsk, there is the Military College named after Sh.

Ualikhanov. And in Shymkent, there is the Shymkent

Republican School “Zhas Ulan” named after Hero of the

Soviet Union S. Rakhimov [27].

Military departments operating at educational
institutions throughout Kazakhstan provide a full range of
theoretical and practical skills at basic and intermediate
levels of training. Thus, military departments function in
such educational institutions of the country as, for
example: in Almaty — at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University, Satbayev University; in Astana — at the S.
Seifulin Kazakh Agro Technical Research University, L.N.
Gumilyov Eurasian National University; in Karaganda — at
the Karaganda State Technical University, Karaganda
State Medical Academy [28]. The activities of military
departments at educational institutions of various profiles
and directions are focused on general tasks, namely the
physical, psychological and professional training of
officers of the army of Kazakhstan for the defence of the
state. Analysing the educational, scientific, as well as
educational and ideological work of higher military
educational institutions and military departments of
Kazakhstan, it is possible to highlight some main tasks, the
implementation of which is given great attention by these
institutions, namely:

- planning, organization, control, and monitoring of the
general state of the military sphere in the Republic;

- training a sense of responsibility — both individual and
civil — for one’s state, its security and stable
development;

- creating a group of socially active people capable of
quickly responding to threats through clear and
responsible assistance to the army;

- education in society of a simple and natural concept of
the place and role of each citizen in situations of
critical or martial law — both among professional
military personnel and among civilians).

International
Kazakhstan

As part of the development of international cooperation,
the National University of Defence of the First President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan — Elbasy and other
educational military institutions are actively conducting
exercises, internships, and exchanges of teaching staff with

Military-Educational Cooperation of

the participation of a number of states. In particular, the
member countries of the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Tajikistan) annually conduct joint military
exercises, involving hundreds of military specialists and
support personnel [8]. Graduates also participate in these
programs. This became possible thanks to cooperation with
a number of military educational institutions
(memorandums of cooperation both with Kazakh
educational institutions and with educational institutions of
other countries — the Czech Republic, Ukraine, Turkey).
Among the main partners of Kazakhstan in the field of
military education are such educational institutions as the
National Defence University of the Czech Republic, the
Turkish Academy of Justice, the National Defence
University of Ukraine, and the National Defence
University of the People’s Liberation Army of China [29;
30].

In the context of international cooperation between
Kazakh military educational institutions, it is worth noting
particularly close cooperation with Turkey and Russia.
Thus, the Republic of Turkey is one of the most popular
countries for military training abroad among Kazakhstani
students. Occupying 11th place in the 2023 Military
Strength Ranking [10], with an army size of about 355.000
(rank 15) and expenses of about $11 billion, which is 1.2%
of GDP [16, 17], Ankara is a good example of the
systematic development of military science and spheres in
general in the modern world. Considering the fact that in
mid-2016 the country experienced sudden transformations
in military education and the military system, the statistics
presented demonstrate good development of the field,
especially in terms of the development of new weapons
and equipment, as well as the training of specialists to
manage it.

Until 2016, several military educational institutions
functioned in Turkey: The National Security Academy, the
Academy of the Armed Forces, the Military Academies of
the Ground Forces, the Air Force and the Navy, as well as
secondary military (specialized) schools, lyceums, and
specialist training centres [31; 32]. On July 31, 2016,
Turkish President R. Erdogan signed an Order on the
closure of these and a number of other military educational
institutions and the creation on their basis of the National
University of Defence, operating on the basis of the Laws
“On Higher Education” and “On Personnel of Higher
Educational Institutions” [31]. This decision was dictated
by the need to review the existing military system and
update the algorithms and mechanisms in it (in particular,
due to mass poisonings and bullying in the country’s army
educational institutions), but primarily in order to prevent
a repetition of the military coup attempts that took place on
15 — July16, 2016 and to strengthen control over the army
and military by the authorities [33]. In general, the
National University of Defence, established under the
Turkish Ministry of Defence, positions itself as one of the
leading defence universities in the world, where they train
military specialists to raise the country’s prestige and
strengthen military strength.

Regarding Russia, the indicators of the military sector
are as follows: 11th place in the 2023 Military Strength
Ranking [10], the size of the army is 900,000 people [16],
the amount of expenses is $86 billion (4.1% of GDP) [17].
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These results are achieved, largely, thanks to military
training, which receives sufficient attention, but at
different levels it is very uneven. There are also several
levels of military training here: secondary education (cadet
corps, colleges), higher education (military academies,
universities), where the educational process occurs
according to age and scientific program [34]. However, in
schools and technical (vocational) educational institutions,
the emphasis on military training is very active and often

of a compulsory nature [35].

Analysing the functioning of the military training
system for young people in Kazakhstan, in particular,
studying the structure and content of the educational
process during military training in the Republic, it is
possible to say that this Kazakh military structure is a self-
sufficient and fully successfully functioning mechanism.
Due to the fact that in recent decades the nature of military
threats has changed, become more active, and many new
effective weapons, equipment, means and instruments of
warfare have appeared, the situation requires urgent
intervention through a complete reorganization and
harmonious development of the sphere as a whole.
Kazakhstan skilfully approaches the solution of these
problems, training military specialists at all stages of their
life development — from school training to postgraduate
education and advanced training, in accordance with the
challenges of the modern world. However, despite the fact
that the modern military education system in Kazakhstan
is a very effective and functioning structure, there are a
number of issues (for example, participation in
international programs and projects, updating the
legislative framework), the solution of which will have a
positive effect on the activities of educational entities
process in the country.

Based on the analysis of the results obtained, the
following practical steps and recommendations are
proposed for consideration:

- improving the principles and standards of professional
military education in accordance with the best world
practices, including the military doctrines of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization [36];

- innovatization of educational programs and plans,
taking into account modern challenges and threats to
both the national security of Kazakhstan and global
risks;

- updating the existing regulatory framework in the field
of military education and military science of the
Republic;

- carrying out a comprehensive increase in the level of
professional qualities of employees of the scientific
and pedagogical staff of higher military educational
institutions and relevant departments;

- participation in international experience exchange
programs and training of practical skills among
students of military universities.

Discussion

Exploring the issues of sociological analysis of military
education in the Republic of Kazakhstan involves
examining the features and specifics of the educational
process in higher military institutions and military
departments of the country. This analysis is conducted
through the prism of modern global transformations and

the dynamics of development of the country's scientific
institutions. It is possible to draw the following conclusion:
the topic of this study, based on the increasing level of
threats to national security and stability of state
development, is widely studied and discussed. A
significant contribution to the study of the issue of army
training of young people was made by Central Asian
specialists, primarily from Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.
The results of their scientific research brought updated data
regarding the qualitative and quantitative indicators of the
functioning of military educational institutions in the
region, namely, in Kazakhstan. Also, Kazakh scientists
presented a detailed analysis of the role and influence of
the National University of Defence of the First President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan — Elbasy on the military
educational system of the Republic.

Experts from other countries (Bulgaria, Poland,
Turkey, Sweden) placed the main emphasis in their works
on the consideration of national systems of military
training of the younger generation, as well as on the
analysis of the education sector as a whole. Scientists have
obtained general characteristics and classification of
military education (primarily, the definition of a concept
that harmoniously describes all national military
educational systems of the countries of the world).
Important data were obtained by scientists regarding the
general analysis of the Turkish and Russian military
educational systems. By comparing the main indicators
according to international ratings, it became possible to
evaluate and compare various factors influencing the army
in these countries. It was found that, starting from a
reasonable and logically understandable distribution of
educational load in higher educational institutions and
military departments, it is possible to create clearly
functioning, systematized and reliable Armed Forces of the
state.

The presented work voiced the idea that the training and
education of military specialists to solve problems
associated with the complexities and challenges of the
modern world is crucial both for the state in the context of
national security and for citizens, their stable and quiet life.
This idea continues the conclusions of S. Paananen [25]
regarding the perception of students in military specialities
of higher educational institutions of the skills, knowledge,
practical and theoretical developments that they receive
during their education. The author argued that thanks to a
flexible and adaptive education system for military
specialists, it is possible to quickly and easily absorb new
knowledge, clearly respond to changes in the situation in
the state and, thus, create and adapt the country’s Armed
Forces to the new realities of the modern world. Innovative
systems of the educational process, new teaching methods,
the introduction, and use of modern auxiliary technical
means (simulators, trainers) seem to be the main factors
influencing the successful assimilation of taught material
in various educational institutions, in particular in military
areas.

The results of scientific research by T. Chalakova and
R. Chalakov [36] confirm this idea: the world and society
are changing, adapting to new conditions of existence in
the global space, and only successful synergy with new
data will allow development in the right way. According to
experts, the introduction of modern tools into the
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educational process is necessary, because by training
future specialists, a contribution is made to the safe and
stable existence of the country. The interaction of different
countries in the field of high technology, logistics,
transport, military affairs, as well as issues of security and
geopolitical balance, is the key to close cooperation in the
context of the exchange of experience, knowledge, and
personnel. Such conclusions were made in this work,
which partially corresponds to the assumptions of H. Mroz
and P. Navy [22] regarding the strategic role of Kazakhstan
in Central Asia. Experts believe that the harmonious
development of such industries as energy and agriculture
contributes to the growing interest of foreign specialists in
cooperation with Kazakh colleagues. At the same time, the
authors assured that military science and the military
sphere in general is not an area where one should be
completely open and share one’s own developments and
technologies.

The need for close contact between military
educational institutions of different countries, in particular,
conducting joint exercises, training, practical and
theoretical classes, as well as the exchange of experience,
useful skills and personnel, is voiced in the presented work
as the main task on the way to improving the military
education system in different countries of the world. N.
Atanasova-Krasteva [29] also believed that joint exercises,
especially within the framework of international
organizations (for example, under the auspices of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization or the United Nations) would
have a positive impact on the level of training of both
professional military personnel and future officers who
will take part in these operations soon. At the same time,
the specialist called the need to organize and conduct
international joint operations and training a task not of
primary importance.

The Republic of Turkey, as an example of forced
reform of the army system due to a direct threat to the
national security of the state and the lives of its citizens,
was considered in the context of studying the features of
its military education system in the presented work. The
conclusions obtained during this study confirm the work of
B. Ates [31] on the topic of transformation of the military
sphere and military education in Turkey over time. The
author argued that, despite the prominent position of the
army as an institution and the serviceman as an individual,
the country lacked practical mechanisms for monitoring
relationships within the system and its impact on young
people with high levels of radicalization, especially
students in higher educational institutions. At the same
time, the expert argued that further tightening of
monitoring and control over all elements of the military
sphere, mainly military education, must be continued even
after establishing full control over all entities in this area.

Having studied all the available scientific literature on
the sociological analysis of military education in the
Republic of Kazakhstan, it is possible to make several
conclusions. By examining the activities of higher military
educational institutions and military departments, a
detailed understanding of their work emerges. This
understanding focuses on the specifics of training military
specialists and support personnel of all qualifications. In
the foreseeable future, the development and improvement
of military education will remain a significant topic of

scientific research by various specialists. Additionally, this
issue will continue to feature prominently in parliamentary
meetings and presidential speeches in Kazakhstan. The key
problems that require a quick and clear solution from the
Kazakh authorities regarding the rapid growth of threats
both globally and at the regional level will be tasks in the
area of increasing the level of competence of teaching staff
in the context of adaptation to the modern world realities.

In general, the state policy of Kazakhstan in the field of
military education is quite well-established and systematic
(a multi-level educational system that includes army
training at all levels of the general educational process),
however, excessive bureaucracy, a clear vertical of power
and partial closeness in some way prevents the system
from adapting to new conditions of a rapidly changing
world. Considering the results of scientific research by
Kazakh and European experts, the following is
summarized: when comparing the level of military training
and development of military affairs in the countries of
Central Asia, Kazakhstan is the undisputed leader.
Regarding the global level, the Republic’s position is not
so impressive. And to raise the bar for military training in
the state, the interests of all subjects in the sphere should
be taken into account. The fulfilment of this task can only
be achieved by combining all efforts to update the existing
model of military education in Kazakhstan.

Conclusions

In the course of studying the specifics of the sociological
analysis of military education in Kazakhstan, using the
examples of individual higher military educational
institutions and military departments, the features of the
educational process in scientific institutions of the
Republic were investigated, in particular, the main
indicators of the country were analysed based on the level
of training of army units. It was established that the
military education system in the Republic of Kazakhstan,
which includes military science, innovation, the latest
developments and technologies, as well as scientific
publications and design projects, is a fully functioning and
self-sufficient structure in the educational sphere of the
country.

The study showed that the professional training of
scientific and teaching staff at higher military educational
institutions is at a fairly high level, as evidenced by
multiple international projects, experience and personnel
exchange programs, as well as the number of foreign
students in Kazakhstan. Analysing various statistical
indicators, it is possible to conclude that thanks to the
coordinated work of all subjects of the educational process
in the military sphere, the Republic managed to achieve
leading indicators for the development of the army and
military science in Central Asia. The level of education, the
quality of the material taught and the general attitude of
teaching and research personnel towards students in
military specialities contributed to the growing popularity
of this area of study in Kazakhstan among students from
neighbouring countries. However, in order to compete with
world leaders, the state should pursue a more active policy
in the context of an adequate response to modern security
threats, in particular, develop more modern methods of
teaching relevant material using innovative tools and
mechanisms.
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Considering the general specifics and characteristic
features of the development of military education in the
Republic of Turkey at the beginning of the 21st century, it
is possible to conclude that, despite a fairly developed
system of educational programs and specialized military
educational institutions, the country lacked a clear strategy
and understanding of future tasks and goals of state policy
in sphere of military education of youth. However, after the
attempted military coup in 2016, the authorities adopted a
number of reforms and changes, the consequence of which
were qualitative and quantitative changes in the internal
structure of the entire army apparatus of the state — from
the initial stages of education to postgraduate training, as
well as advanced training. Regarding military education in
Russia, for a long time the situation was considered
indicative and promising — the country had a multi-level
system of military educational institutions and
corresponding departments with in-depth study of army
affairs. However, negative trends in the increased
militarization of young people in this state soon emerged.

In order to more deeply and thoroughly study the issues
of training military specialists in the Republic of
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AHoTanis

AKTyanabHicTh. SIKicHa BiliCBKOBa OCBITa, SIKa TapaHTYE CTBOPEHHS e(PEKTUBHUX 30pOMHMX CWII, 34aTHHX BiIOMBaTH
3arpo3u HaliOHAJIBHINA Oe3Melli, € OMHUM i3 TOJIOBHUX YMHHUKIB BU3HAYCHHS CHJIM Ta BIUIUBY JEPXKaBH HA MI>KHAPOIHIH
apeHi.

Meta. MeToto JociipkeHHsT OyJio BU3HAYeHHsS! 0cOOIMBOCTEH 1 crienudiky BilicbkoBoi ocBiTH B KazaxcraHi nusixom
BHUBYECHHS JisUTFHOCTI BIiICBKOBO-HABYATBHUX 3aKIAiB 1 Kadeap y BeIUKUX MicTaX KpaiHu.

MetopmoJiorisi. Y JOCTiIPKEHHI BUKOPHCTAHO CHCTEMHO-aHATITHYHUA METOII, 38 JOMTOMOTOIO SIKOTO CTAN0 MOXIIUBUM
PO3TJISIHYTH OCHOBHI XapaKTEPHCTHKU CHCTEMH BiichbkoBOI ocBiTH Ka3zaxcTaHy; Ta ICTOPUYHHMNA METOJ, IO TOJIETIIye
aHali3 mpoIlecy MiATOTOBKH BIICEKOBUX CIEMiaTbHOCTEH Yy Jaci.

PesyabTaTn. Y mpomeci IOCTIIPKCHHS BUSBICHO BH3HAYAIbHI YMHHUKH 1 TEPEAyMOBH CTaHOBICHHS 1 PO3BHUTKY
He3aJIe)KHUX 30poiHuX cuil pecryOnik KazaxcraHn i oxapakTepu30BaHO CHUCTEMY BIHCHKOBOI OCBITH JEp)KaBH Ha BCIX
pIBHSX, MMOYMHAIOYM BiJ IIKOJNW i 3aKiHIYIOUM MICISIIUIIIOMHOIO OCBITOIO 1 KypcamH ITiIBUINCHHS KBamidikarrii.
Bu3HaueHo KIIIOYOBI MOMEHTH Yy Tipoliecax TpaHcdopmarlii gepixaBHOT BIHCHKOBOI OCBITH, 30KpeMa 111010 peopraHizarii
psly BUIIMX BiCHKOBHX 3aKJIQIiB Ta CTBOPEHHS AEP)KABHOTO BHUILNOrO0 HaBYaJbHOTO 3akiany — HamioHaisbpHOro
yHiBepcutety oboponu Ilepmioro [Ipesnnenra Pecny0niku Kasaxcran — €n6acu. EdexTuBHICTD BIfICBKOBOTO CEKTOPY
BHMIPEHO 3a JIOTIOMOTOIO0 SKICHHX Ta KiJIbKICHHUX MOKAa3HUKIB. TakoX pO3TIITHYTO OCHOBHI BifICHKOBI CIICI[IaIbHOCTI Ta
(baxyJbTeTH, SIKi IPOIIOHYIOTHCS Y BUIUX HABYAIBHHUX 3aKJIa/1aX BETUKHX MICT.

BucHoOBKH. Y JlaHOMY JIOCIHI/PKEHH]I BHCBITIIEHO OCHOBHI HalpsSIMKH, IPOOJIEMH, 3aBJIaHHSI Ta METOAMKHA HAaBYAJIbHOI'O
MIPOIIECY B Ka3aXCTAHCHKUX BIMCHKOBHX By3aX. Takok pO3IIITHYTO PO3BUTOK BiliCbKOBOiI ocBiTH B Typewunni ta Pocii,
BU3HAYCHO KIIIOYOBI (PAKTOPH, IO BIIMBAIOTH HA IXHI CHCTEMH OCBiTH. OTpHMaHi pe3ylbTaTH Ta BUCHOBKH MOXYTb
CTaTH MPaKTHYHOIO OCHOBOIO JUIS BIOCKOHAJCHHS HAI[lOHAJBHUX NpPOrpaM MiATOTOBKH BIMCHKOBUX (axiBIiB y
Kazaxcrani Ta iHIIMX KpaiHax.

KuarouoBi ciaoBa: apwmiificbki HaBYaHHS; BWINI HABYAIBHI 3aKiIajgy;, CIICI[iayli3oBaHi BiIIiMM; BificbKOBa HayKa;
HallioHaJIbHA Oe3IeKa.
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